
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO FOR THE RECORD DATE: 3 August 1962 

FROM Ral ph A. Brown 

SUBJECT: Di s cussi on with Mr . O' Donnell 

1. This morning Mr . O'Donnell came t o see me to discuss the following 
deve lopments. On Tuesday he had a d i scuss ion with Rai ner Hi l lderbrandt who 
i n f or med hi m t hat a group of young men i s pl anni ng to arr ange the escape of 
45 Eas t Berliners t hrough a tunnel. Hilldebrandt a sked O'Donnel l ' s hel p to 
get f unds f or this effort which was to have taken pla ce on Thursday, 2 Augus t. 
O'Donnell called Dan Schorr and arranged a meeting with t he group in Berli n t o 
discuss t he sal e of TV r ight s. The meeting was hel d on Wednesday wi th Rai ner 
Hll1derbrandt, Di etmar Gamp (Leibne i zs t r . 86 , tele 321264), Fritz Warner 
(telephone 613131), O' Donnel l and Dan Schor r. At this and s ubsequent meet ings 
during t he day the escape was discu~sed in detail and terms for t he TV rights 
settled . From the origi nal price of 100 , 000 DM t he Ger mans were willing t o 
go down to 5 , 000 DM plus an unspecifi.ed payment f or a f i lm of t he 13 August 1961 
proceedi ngs which is to be brought out by one of t he East Berlin r es i dents who 
i s a cameraman. The tlmnel has been dug for one month in t he vi cinity of the 
S- ba propert y on the line leading to the Baumschulen reg stati on (see attached 
sketch). With the exception of the last two met ers of tunneling which is still 
required f or a breakt hrough on t he East s ide , t he tunnel has been completed . 
On Thur sday, Dan Schorr 's German camer aman t ook pictur es of t he t unnel. Further 
meet i ngs of t he group are pl anned f or t onight and it has tent ati vely been agr eed 
to carry out the operation on Sunday . 

2. O'Donnell asked our help in getting background information on t he t hree 
Germans connected witll t his enterpris e and was generall y interested i n discuss i ng 
t he operat ion . He explained that hi s pri ncipal moti ve in the af fa i r is to see 
to it t hat proper publ icit y is given to a tunne l escape. Schor r asked O' Donnell 
several months ago to t i p him off i f he be comes awar e of escape pl ans which 
could be fi lmed . Schor r wants to use the film for a TV program which is to be 
transmitted on 13 August. 

3. I expressed concern about thes e plans and recommended to O' Donne l l t t 
he drop hi s contacts wi t h t he group. I pointed out that the American press had 
previously been accus ed of expl oit i ng escapes from the East and that this had an 
adverse ef fe ct on our relations with the German pres s and Berlin cit y officials. 
I told him that this tunnel operation ha s probably been blown to the Eastern 
authorities and coul d pr obabl y not be carried out successfull y. 
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JVIEMORANDT FOR TEE RECORD DATE : 8 August 1962 

SUBJECT : Compr omise Escape Tunnel 

1 . About one month ago, a representative of t he LfV-Berl i n 
received word that a mass e s cape tunnel was be ing const ruct ed from 
West Berlin . Par iC ipants were affiliated with t hree West Berli n 
groups: The i tz Wagner group (al eady famous for its wor < in 
tunneling) ; a eclmi cal Universit y group ; and a Fr ee Univers i ty 
group . Thi s was an init"al t unne l i ng effort for t he Free Univer 
sity group . The objective of t he tunne l was to exfiltrate about 
90 Eas t Berl in residents by t ransport ing t hem in t rucks to a 
large parking l ot situated near Kiefhozstr asse, East Berl in, 
where the eas te rn t erminal of t he tunne l is located, and t hen 
enabl e t he escapees t o crawl t o the Western terminal, about 65 
meters di t ance, t o a l umber yard in' Neukoelln ad j acent to t _e 
Treptow Railroad Fre i ght St ation . The exf i l t ration was t o have 
commenced on 31 J uly 1962 . I t was postponed unti l 2 August and 
was again s cheduled f or 160 hours on 7 August . [ The ope r at ion 
was ca lled off at about 2000 hours on 7 August when a counter
surveil lant in Eas t Berlin observed a heavy concentrat i on of 
uniformed personnel in the parki ng lot a r ea and sent out a 
warning message t o participants . Two female would-be escapees 
were detained by Vo Pos near t he parki ng lot and a t leas t thi rty 
seven other arrests we r e pr evented by the action of the counter
surveilla t . It was t hought t hat perhaps 15-18 persons i nvolved 
in the eas t e r n phase of he opera t ion mi ght have been rounded up , 
but exact information on this po int has not yet been collected~ 

2 . The LfV represen ati ve who dealt w th Wagner di d not 
l ike the l ooks of t h i s operation. The securit y was very poor, 
t her e we re far too many west e rn part icipant s and many western 
non -participant s we r e a.lso knowledgeable t hat a mass es cape was 
planned . Recent ly an A erican televis ion r epresent at i ve photo
graphed a portion of t he tunnel's western s egment a _d had agreed 
t o pay Wagner 5000 Th t o be able to photogr aph t he actual es
cape of personnel . Ori ginally Wagner had asked 1 0, 000 DMW fo r 
this f avor. Rainer Hildebrand, well known peripheral i ntell i ence 
type and sometimes -wr"te r , had obtained and turned over t o one 
of the vies tern partic i pants a VoPo uniform which was t o be used 
in East Berl i n to provi de security coverage fo r t he escapees 
when t rucks transporting t hese persons reached the eastern 
parking l ot. T e LfV-Berlin representative f elt the 
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MORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
DATE : 8 August 1962 

SUBJECT : Compromised Escape Tunne l 


Page Two 

operat i on mi ght be compromised in East Berlin through so l iciting 
such a large number of e s capee -cand i dat es and he intentionally 
di d not become deeply involved in the operation . He also disl iked 
the rivall~ for per sonal glory which had spr ung up amongst 
wester n part i c ipant s . On the other hand , he had no reason t o 
suspe ct d i sloyalty on t he part of any one of t he Wes t Berlin 
participant s. 

3 . Wagner had t he original i dea for a t unnel at t i s 
s ite in Decembe r 1961 . Work actual l y commenced i n April 1962 ; 
wa s suspended and begun again in June ; again suspended and 
finally got underway again about one month ago . It was completed 
on the afternoon of 7 August 1962 . Wagner , who acted as coordi nat or 
of t he operat i on, told the Lf V representative today that he con 
sidered t he tunnel compl etely compr omised and would , under no 
c i r cums t ances , utilize it . 
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FM: MR. WILLIAl-1SON, BONN 

TO : MR. 

INFO: MR. HILLENBRAND, STATE DEPARTMENT 

ZEM 

SECRET 

BON 232 

WITH REF TO YOUR 163, AUG 8, WOULD THERE BE ANY OBJECTION 

TO INF'ORMING SCHORR IN GENERAL TERMS OF SOME THE RESULTS AND 

IMPLICATIONS OF ATTEMPT FOR TUNNEL ESCAPE? IT MIGHT HELP MODIFY 

IUS CURRENT ATTITUDE FOLLOWING PHONE CALL FROM WASHINGTON. HIS 

CURRENT L~NE IS THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT CANNOT TAKE ACTION 

BUT IT CAN CERTAINLY PREVENT IT. 
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